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REFERENCE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 
SOME CONSIDERATIONS ON SELECTION 


HANGING educational aims and 

methods reflected in changed de- 
mands upon libraries react in turn upon 
the editorial policies of the publishers 
of reference works for children. The 
development and common use of such 
terms as age level, word lists, readability, 
and revised curricula indicate popular 


-_ 


awareness of certain trends; but unless 
the sound ideas underlying the terms are 
understood and correctly interpreted, it 
is still possible that a juvenile reference 
work may fail to meet the needs of the 
ultimate consumer, the child. Format, 
arrangement and authority, factors of im- 
portance in estimating the worth of any 
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reference work, must be weighed as well 
in building and judging a work for chil- 
dren. 

The prospective buyer of a reference 
set should have clearly in mind the pur- 
poses he hopes to be able to fulfill through 
the ownership of such a work. When the 
purchase is to be a work of reference for 
children, it is most important that the 
need for it be well defined beforehand 
since the buyer will not be the chief user 
and can, therefore, be less personal and 
more objective in his choice. A first con- 
sideration, then, is the character of the 
group which will use it; their reading 
readiness ; the poverty or richness of their 
reading background and social experi- 
ence, as well as the kind and amount 
of information which they may require. 

The second is the degree to which the 
reference work approaches standards of 
readability and usefulness. Such a refer- 
ence book is useful to a child when the 
material is so organized and presented 
that the presence of desired facts may be 
readily perceived. A diffuse or allusive 
introduction to the information obscures 
it, while the untimely reference to previ- 
ous reading tends to bewilder the child 
rather than to reassure him. The most 
complete indexing cannot make the most 
accurate information accessible under 
such conditions. 

To know that a set is built around sub- 
jects studied in elementary and junior 
high schools and that vocabulary and 
sentence structure conform to usage de- 
termined by careful study of word lists 
and intelligence tests, is good but not 
enough. The results of numerous tests 
among school children show that there is 


wide variation in word mastery among 
pupils at the same educational level, that 
all children do not awake to an interest 
in the same subject at the same time, and 
that there are radical differences in the 
intensity of interest in one subject among 
members of the same group. The con- 
tent of the reference set, in addition, must 
be interesting to the child and must ex- 
tend his previous knowledge and under- 
standing whether the subject be school 
inspired or an independent outgrowth of 
a day’s activities. It must be accurate as 
to facts and clear in the interpretation of 
ideas. It should be straightforward, not 
playful in style. Directness and sim- 
plicity aid the child in finding for himself, 
without adult assistance, the information 
he desires. Increasing skilfulness in in- 
dependent research then becomes part of 
his educational development. Above all, 
the reference work should stimulate, not 
confuse, the understanding. It is the 
wonder and interest aroused by the un- 
known but partially apprehended word 
rather than the limitations of a controlled 
word list which makes a book readable 
for a child. It is fact illumined by the 
creative idea accompanying it, which 
makes the work of reference comprehen- 
sible, causes information to be assimi- 
lated, and helps the reader to grow. 

These general considerations should be 
supported by a specific and practical 
analysis of the work being evaluated 
along the lines indicated in the editorial, 
“Children’s encyclopedias,” by Gilbert O. 
Ward in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, January 1935, and in such publica- 
tions as Mudge’s Guide to reference 
books. 
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REVIEWS 


Building America; illustrated studies 
of modern problems (a project de- 
veloped and prepared by the Society 
for curriculum study with the assist- 
ance of the Lincoln school of Teachers 
college, Columbia university). 6v., 
N.Y., Americana corp., 1935-41 
(v.1-4, Milwaukee, E. M. Hale and 
co., €1935-39). 1565p. (approx. ) illus. 
$3.95 per volume, 30c per single issue, 
special prices for quantities. (Now dis- 
tributed solely by Americana corpora- 
tion. ) 

The aim of Building America as stated 
in a “note to the reader,” is “to place 
the facts about America’s social, economic, 
and cultural problems before the nation’s 
young people in a dramatic pictorial 
fashion.” ‘This purpose is based on “the 
belief that a democratic society such as 
ours, blessed with natural resources, can 
be continually improved by an informed, 
intelligent citizenry.” With this point of 
view the Editorial Committee has planned 
vocabulary, subject matter, and format 
primarily for students in junior and senior 
high schools. Younger children, however, 
and some adults find the material interest- 
ing and thought provoking. 

The range of subject matter is indicated 
by the contents of each volume: 

v.1. Housing, Food, Men and ma- 
chines, Transportation, Health, Com- 
munication, Power, Recreation, Youth 
faces the world. 

v.2. Our Constitution, Safety, Cloth- 
ing, Social security, Steel, We consumers, 
Conservation, Movies. 


— 


v.3. News, Our farmers, Labor, Ed- 
ucation, Our federal government, Chem- 
istry at work, War or peace, Seeing 
America. 

v.4. Aviation, Crime, Fuel, Women, 
Taxes, Lumber, Business, Civil liberties. 

v.5. Our Latin-American neighbors, 
Community planning, Advertising, Arts 
and the American craftsman, Can Amer- 
ica stay neutral? Railroads, Finding your 
job, Politics. 

v.6. We Americans, Ships and men, 
Banking, Rubber, Radio, Our Northern 
neighbors, America and foreign trade, 
The American theater. 

One plan is followed in presenting the 
material for each subject: first, the prob- 
lems in the field are stated; second, a 
brief history of national achievements in 
the field; third, present shortcomings or 
difficulties; and fourth, alternate solu- 
tions of the problems. 

Articles are consistently impartial and, 
perhaps for that reason, give a somewhat 
colorless effect when considered in the 
light of youthful readers. Interest is 
created, nevertheless, by the content of 
the brief, pointed sentences and furthered 
by the numerous charts, graphs, cartoons, 
and photographs which illustrate and sup- 
plement the text. 

No articles are signed but the Editorial 
Board responsible for policy, for subjects 
discussed and for the method of treat- 
ment, is composed of ten authorities in 
the educational field. Among them may 
be noted Paul R. Hanna, chairman, 
Lyman Bryson, James E. Mendenhall 
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and Jesse H. Newlon. Chief of the 
Editorial Staff is Frances M. Foster. 

Bibliographies are short but selective, 
including periodicals and pamphlets as 
well as books, chiefly those of fairly recent 
date, i.e., within the past fifteen years, 
and of a popular readable type, rather 
than the technical or scholarly. Some 
exceptions occur, as Bryce’s American 
commonwealth, found in the Politics 
bibliography. 

Building America is published monthly, 
October-May. At the end of a year the 
eight issues are bound together as a 
volume. Each volume is indexed fully, 
with symbols to indicate the references 
which are illustrations. Single issues con- 
sist of 32 pages and from 60 to 80 illustra- 
tions. In volumes 1-4 the issues are paged 
separately, so locating a desired topic is 
more difficult than in volumes 5 and 6, 
which are paged continuously. There is 
no general index to all volumes. 

The illustrations which are an im- 
portant and integral part of Building 
America are taken from many sources, 
as newspapers, books, scientific surveys, 
government reports, etc. They are fully 
captioned and clearly reproduced. 

Paper is heavy and durable, type, large 
and clear, cloth binding, fair. 

Building America is recommended es- 
pecially for school libraries and for large 
public libraries. 


The Cambridge bibliography of 
English literature; ed. by F. W. 
Bateson. 4v. 25cm. N.Y., Macmillan, 
c1941. buckram $32.50. 

The Cambridge bibliography of Eng- 
lish literature, according to the editor, 


“sets out to record ... in chronological 
order, the authors, titles and editions, 
with relevant critical matter, of all the 
writings in book-form (whether in Eng- 
lish or Latin) that can still be said to 
possess some literary interest, by natives 
of what is now the British Empire, up 
to the year 1900. It does not include 
therefore, except occasionally ... (1) 
notes of the contents of books, (2) biblio- 
graphical descriptions of the editions, (3) 
short pamphlets, contributions to periodi- 
cals or miscellanies, or (after 1500) 
manuscripts, (4) the literature of the 
United States.” However, critical and ex- 
pository writings about English literature 
are included regardless of date or nation- 
ality of the author. For authors writing 
in the latter half of the nineteenth century 
and the beginning of the twentieth the 
test for inclusion has been whether the 
writer ‘‘could be said to be ‘established’ 
by 1900.” 

This work was originally planned as a 
successor to the bibliographies appended 
to chapters in the Cambridge history of 
English literature. However, it has be- 
come a distinct entity with its own ar- 
rangement, scope, style, and contributors. 
A few of the old lists have been revised 
and incorporated in the Cambridge bibli- 
ography of English literature but it is a 
modern equivalent rather than a revised 
edition of the C.H.E.L. bibliographies. 
It incorporates, under a central editor- 
ship, the work of a large group of scholars, 
about a quarter of whom are listed in 
Who's who. 

The first three volumes of the Bibii- 
ography have been divided into five 
chronological sections. A “General in- 
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troduction” covering a number of sub- 
jects which could not be divided 
conveniently into the chronological group- 
ings appears at the beginning of volume 
I. Then follow (1) The Anglo-Saxon 
period (A.D. 600-1100) ; (2) The mid- 
dle English period (1100-1500); (3) 
The renaissance to the restoration (1500- 
1660); (4) The restoration to the 
romantic revival (1660-1800) ; (5) The 
nineteenth century (1800-1900). Within 
each period an “Introduction” has been 
prefixed to provide the _ intellectual, 
social and political background. The sub- 
divisions within a period are by form 
(poetry, drama, fiction, etc.). Representa- 
tive lists of all literary forms are included, 
as chapbooks, treatises, pamphlets, etc. 

Poets, dramatists, novelists, essayists 
and critics have been allowed more space 
than all but the very greatest historians, 
philosophers and scientists. Important 
writers have all their works recorded. 
Minor essayists, novelists and 
dramatists have been allotted a complete 
listing of their works in their respective 
fields, and, if not too many, all of their 
other writings. Minor writers, if prolific, 
have usually a list of their important 
works only, with a note to that effect, 
eg., Henty, G. A., v.III, p.369. 

The major arrangement of the 
C.B.E.L. is chronological. In describing 
the work of an author the usual order is 
(1) Bibliographies, (2) Collected works, 
(3) Selections, (4) Individual works, 
(5) Journals and letters, (6) Biography 
and criticism. Each entry preserves, at 
least, the first few words of the original 
title of the work. The date of the first 
edition is usually followed by the dates 


poets, 


of extant editions and translations up to 
fifty years from the first, and details of 
some modern editions and reprints. The 
number of the volumes, and place of pub- 
lication, if other than London, are in- 
dicated. 

First edition dates of several titles were 
checked with such authorities as English 
catalogue of books and Book-prices cur- 
rent and were found accurate. Bibli- 
ographies at the beginning of author’s 
works and under such headings as “Bi- 
ography and criticism” or “Modern 
studies” are apparently selective. 

Sections and subsections of the Cam- 
bridge bibliography of English literature 
are signed by the initials of the con- 
tributor. A list of contributors appears at 
the beginning of each volume. Unsigned 
sections are the work of the editor. Oc- 
casionally contributors have added to the 
value and interest of sections they have 
edited by critical annotations or by sum- 
maries of the contents of titles listed, e.g., 
Nineteenth century, Intellectual back- 
ground, v.III, p.46-70. 

The American user of this bibliography 
will question the omission of the English 
Journal from a list of current biblio- 
graphical sources which includes the Eng- 
lish Association Bulletin and Review of 
English Studies. Similarly, the inclusion 
of Webster’s dictionary when Funk and 
Weagnall’s New standard dictionary is 
omitted seems debatable. Considerable 
space is given to “Literary relations with 
the continent” but no mention of literary 
relations with the United States is found. 
Moreover, the fact that foreign authors 
are not listed in the index makes it dif- 
ficult to ascertain the extent of American 
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critical writings included and the estimate 
placed on American literary influences. 

The contents of this scholarly bibliog- 
raphy are made accessible through volume 
IV, the alphabetical index. The index 
comprises far more than this word im- 
plies, since following each entry the date, 
either year or century, is given, and by 
the use of different types, italic, roman, 
capitals, etc., additional information is 
conveyed. Some entries in the main text 
are not indexed such as compilers of bibli- 
ographies, foreign authors, printers and 
publishers. The references under the let- 
ter K were checked and found accurate, 
with adequate cross references. 

The indexing has in some instances been 
over-meticulous. The user gains little in- 
formation by following up references such 
as Newton, Alfred (1829-1907), III, 
829, which is found to refer to the follow- 
ing: “The Ibis: a magazine of orni- 
thology, ed. by ... A. Newton (1865- 
70).” Another reference to obscure 
material is ABC (15th cent.), I, 264, 
which was located in a list of contents 
under the entry Early English meals 
and manners. 

The Cambridge bibliography of Eng- 
lish literature is printed in clear type on 
good quality paper. A double column 
page is used. Well-bound in buckram, 
the volumes will stand considerable use. 

The bibliography will be of great 
service to scholars and research workers. 
The ease with which it is used is depend- 
ent upon the user’s knowledge of bibli- 
ographical method. Library purchase will 
be determined by the need for scholarly 
resources. The Cambridge bibliography 
of English literature is recommended. 


Dictionary of American history; 
James Truslow Adams, editor-in- 
chief; R. V. Coleman, managing edi- 
tor. Index, N.Y., Scribner, 1940. 
258p. set 5v. and Index, $60. 

This is the final volume of the Dic- 
tionary of American history, reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, July 1940. 
In a Foreword, the editors have ex- 
plained the purpose of the Index and the 
uses to which it may be put. 

The Index omits the separate articles 
in the main text which are arranged in 
alphabetical order. “The editors recom- 
mend that the user of the work first turn 
to the text for a separate article on the 
subject desired. If, having found such 
an article, and having followed through 
the pertinent cross references, additional 
material is desired, then the Index should 
be consulted.” The Index aims to make 
available additional facts or interpreta- 
tions in related articles. If a separate 
article on a desired subject is not found 
in the main text, the Index may list one or 
more articles dealing with subjects related 
to it. Although the main text contains no 
biographical articles, all those giving sig- 
nificant information about a particular 
individual are listed under his name in 
the Index. 

A check of several index references 
shows that the amount and value of re- 
lated material on any subject varies. 
Very often, the entries under a particu- 
lar subject in the Jmdex have already been 
brought to the user’s attention by means 
of gv and see also references in the main 
article. The Jndex volume does not con- 
tain a compilation of the bibliographic 
references quoted in the main set. 
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Unquestionably, the Index adds to the 
usefulness of the Dictionary of American 
history. The recommendation of the 
Dictionary of American history is quoted 
from the original review: “Because of 
its broad scope, its value as a ‘quick 
reference’ tool, its timeliness and the au- 
thentic, simple and clear manner in which 
its material is presented, this dictionary 
is recommended for high school, public 
and college libraries.” 


Encyclopaedia Britannica; a new 
survey of universal knowledge (14th 
ed.). 24v. 28%cm. London, the En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica co., Itd.; Chi- 
cago, Encyclopaedia Britannica, inc. ; 
Toronto, Encyclopaedia Britannica of 
Canada, Itd.; c1929-1941. red duro 
buckram $197.50 (20 per cent dis- 
count to schools and libraries) ; Britan- 
notex $154.40 net. 

The last review of the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica in Subscription Books Bulletin 
appeared in the October 1939 number 
and was based on the printing issued 
January 10, 1939. The 1941 imprint 
is the N printing and includes events up 
to July 1940. Walter Yust is listed as 
editor. 

With the publication of the present 
printing the matured three-point plan of 
continuous revision is explained in the 
preface. “Experience . . . indicates that 
75 per cent of material in an encyclo- 
paedia needs changing only at long inter- 
vals. The other 25 per cent requires 
continuous revision some every year.... 
With the plan of annual printings all the 
material in the Britannica . . . is sched- 
uled in yearly classifications for more ex- 


‘en 


tensive revisions ... The second unit of 
the plan is the annual Book of the Year 
... The third unit is the Library Re- 
search Bureau . . . which answers... 
questions of the moment for persons who 
own the Britannica.” 

According to a statement from the 
editor, the revisions in the M printing, 
1940, of the Britannica covered econom- 
ics, most of the major industries, coun- 
tries involved in the European war, and 
included the first article on the War in 
Europe, 1939-. In the N printing, 
1941, the latter article has been brought 
up-to-date through July 1940. The 
article on Social security covers 1935 
legislation and amendments of 1939. Al- 
though Labour law (U.S.) has been re- 
vised, the section on British labour law 
omits any mention of the Factories act 
of 1937. Other new and revised entries 
in the M printing include Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation; Synthetic 
fibres and Dams. 

Revisions of the 1941 printing are in 
the military, naval and aeronautical sec- 
tions. The subjects Mountain warfare; 
Motor transport, Military; Gunnery, 
Naval; and Air co-operation show re- 
vision covering developments up to July 
1940. These articles are signed by such 
authorities as Lieutenant Colonel Mark 
V. Brunson, Colonel Robert Arthur and 
Captain S. T. H. Wilton, R.N. 

The biographies of military leaders 
have not had sufficient revision. Names 
of sixteen military leaders and army of- 
ficials, currently in the news, were 
checked, of these entries for only two 
were found and their biographies were 
not up-to-date. For example no entries, 
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in the index or main text, were found for 
the following: Viscount Gort; Sir 
Archibald P. Wavell; George C. Mar- 
shall; Harold R. Stark. 

New articles or wholly rewritten ones 
since the review of the Britannica in 1939 
are scarce but may be found; e.g., War 
in Europe, 1939- ; Wendell L. Willkie; 
Chemical warfare; Aircraft carrier; etc. 
New material has been added to bring 
up-to-date such subjects as: Cotton; 
Countries, especially those of Europe 
(e.g., Germany—Third Reich); Re- 
search—Processes; Bridges; Tanks; etc. 
These pages are often given supplemen- 
tary numbers as: War in Europe, 1939-, 
v.23, p.357F. The size of the print is also 
often reduced to gain space. 

Statistics of population for the most 
part are taken from the 1930 census. 
1940 figures are given for some of the 
larger cities; e.g., Baltimore; Seattle. A 
table in v.22, plate XIII opposite p.841, 
gives the 1940 figures for the states of 
the United States. The publisher has 
stated that the O printing, to be ready 
shortly, will contain all 1940 census 
figures for population. Statistics in gen- 
eral have not been revised since the 1939 
printing; e.g., under the subject Rail- 
ways most statistics are for 1935 with a 
few 1937 figures. 

Death dates have been supplied. While 
in most cases the day and month are given 
they are omitted from others, as: Wil- 
liam James Mayo and Harvey Cushing. 

Some carelessness is noted in following 
through corrections; e.g., the biography 
of Frank Murphy gives his position as 
that of Attorney General, and under 
Louis Dembitz Brandeis there is no men- 


tion that he has resigned from the Su- 
preme court. The article on the U.S. 
Supreme court issue, in v.22, p.848F, 
mentions both the appointment of 
Murphy and the resignation of Brandeis. 
The added article under France—Defeat 
by Germany 1940—states ‘France be- 
came a totalitarian state with Marshal 
Petain as its Chef d’etat.””. However, the 
biographical sketch of Petain closes with 
the year 1925. The list of prime minis- 
ters, v.15, p.552, concludes with Cham- 
berlain, although the article on Churchill 
covers his appointment as prime minister. 

Some recent subjects not found were: 
Chemurgy; Methodist church union; 
the new Dalai Lama. 

Bibliographies occasionally but not 
consistently have added new titles or 
dropped old ones; e.g., Alaska; Cather- 
ine II. 

For the most part index references 
seem to have been carefully added or 
changed. There is a lack of uniformity 
in indexing cruisers and warships of the 
War in Europe, 1939- , although these 
are given in the index for the World 
war, 1914-18; e.g., the Scharnhorst and 
the Admiral Graf Spee are mentioned in 
the article on Chemical warfare; the 4d- 
miral Graf Spee and several English war- 
ships are mentioned under War in Eu- 
rope, 1939- , The war at sea, but no 
references to these are found in the index. 
A minor added subject, Electric razor, 
v.19, p.3, does not appear in the index 
specifically under Razor or Electric razor. 

Illustrations have been added occa- 
sionally. There are several new maps in 
the text; e.g., War in Europe 1939-, v. 
23, p.358, has a map of the territorial pro- 
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visions of armistices of June 22-25, 1940, 
between France and Germany, France 
and Italy. 

The print is legible. Paper is light 
weight and inclined to curl. The first 
and last signatures of each volume are 
of a heavier paper in the duro buckram 
bound set. The Britannotex binding was 
not examined. 

The revision is not thorough or ex- 
tensive enough to create a need for the 
1941, N, printing in libraries having 
earlier issues of the 14th edition in good 
condition, particularly those of 1936 and 
later. Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1941 is 
recommended to libraries and individuals 
as a first purchase or to replace worn 
copies. 


Encyclopedia Americana .. . 1941 
edition. 30v. 26cm. N.Y., Chicago, 
Americana corp., c1941. red library 
buckram for schools and libraries $150 
with special discounts. Other bindings 
available for general use in combina- 
tion offers at various prices. 


Earlier editions have been evaluated in 
Mudge’s Guide to reference books, sixth 
edition, and Subscription Books Bulletin, 
January 1932, October 1936 and Oc- 
tober 1939. The cumulative changes of 
the 1940 and 1941 issues form the basis 
for the present review. 

A. H. McDannald continues as editor- 
in-chief, with Robert C. Wallace, advi- 
sory editor for Canada. This issue like 
others since the 1918-20 edition is a 
“plate revision.” However, the aggregate 
of changes in the period 1940-41 appears 
to be more extensive than in preceding 
biennia. 


Considerable revision was found in 
subjects of current interest. In the field 
of military science there are new articles 
under the headings: Ballistics; Military 
engineering; Military transportation; 
Militia; National Guard; Tactics; 
Tank. Seventeen new terms are defined 
under the heading Military terms. 
Among them are Balloon barrage ; Chut- 
ists; Range finder; Smoke screen; 
Stuka. In the main text short entries are 
included under Blitzkrieg and Total 
war. 

Under the heading War of 1939, Euro- 
pean, v.28, p.782-97, the present war in 
Europe is discussed. Events to the begin- 
ning of 1941 are covered. Although this 
article does not appear in regular alpha- 
betic sequence, cross references to it are 
found logically under War, Second Euro- 
pean and War of 1939, European. Po- 
litical developments in countries directly 
affected by this war are treated briefly 
with, in most cases, a reference to War 
of 1939. 

The social changes of the past decade 
are reflected in new articles under: 
Health insurance; Insurance, Crop; 
Parks, Public; Prisons. In addition 
the whole section dealing with insurance 
has undergone rather thorough revision. 
Governmental reorganization and eco- 
nomic reforms are recorded in new arti- 
cles, rewritten articles and minor re- 
visions. For example, the large section of 
material under the general heading Banks 
and banking shows considerable revision, 
and new articles have been included on 
the Departments of Agriculture and In- 
terior. 

Revisions in scientific and industrial 
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subjects have an important place in this 
issue of the 4 mericana, as in the issues of 
preceding years. New articles are in- 
cluded under the headings: Agricultural 
chemistry ; Alloys; Aluminum; Electro- 
plating; Insecticide; Pipelines. In 
addition, revisions varying from changes 
of one or more paragraphs to revised text 
throughout, have been made in: Aero- 
nautics; Air brake; Bauxite; Electro- 
chemical industries. Many of the new 
articles include new illustrations and dia- 
grams, and, as a rule, new bibliographies 
are supplied. 

Revisions in the field of pure science 
appear to lag behind those in applied sci- 
ences. The articles under Astronomy and 
Botany are identical with those of the 
1937 printing and judging by their con- 
tent have been brought forward with al- 
most no change from the 1918-20 edition. 
However, changes were noted under 
Physics and Electron theory. 

Changes in the American cultural 
scene are recorded in new articles by well- 
qualified authors; e.g., American art; 
American literature ; American sculpture. 
Revision is still very much needed to 
bring up-to-date the material on arts and 
letters of other countries; e.g., the article 
French literature, 19th century and con- 
temporary period, is completely inade- 
quate after 1910. 

Revisions in the Canadian section are 
not extensive but include new and rewrit- 
ten articles on transportation facilities; 
i.e., Trans-Canadian airlines; Canadian 
railways, Canadian canals. There have 
been changes in city and town articles 
and a new article on Canadian national 
parks is included. 


New and revised biographies for fig- 
ures currently in the news are: Winston 
Churchill; Franklin Roosevelt ; Wendell 
Willkie; Viscount Gort; R. H. Jack- 
son. A large number of biographies have 
received minor corrections such as addi- 
tion of date of death, change of tense or 
an added title. 

Entries for many small cities and 
towns have been corrected to include new 
industries, changed form of government 
and 1940 census figures. According to 
the publisher a second printing of the 
1941 edition will be off the press shortly, 
containing all the 1941 census figures on 
population, readily available through lists 
of towns and cities printed on the back 
of each state map. It is also announced 
that this second printing will include 
some additional new and revised articles, 
as well as revision of numerous state, city 
and town articles for the United States. 
The second printing of the 1941 edition 
of the Americana has not been examined. 

Examples of inadequate revision are 
to be found in this edition as in those of 
previous years. The article on Hawaii 
includes some new statistics but those for 
the sugar and pineapple industry are not 
up-to-date. The effect of the Sugar act 
of 1937 is not mentioned. Figures cited 
in the article on marine insurance are 
those of 1926 and earlier. The last title 
cited in William Ralph Inge’s bibliog- 
raphy is a 1930 publication despite the 
appearance of ten new titles in the past 
decade. The article on Indian affairs (in 
the United States) is the same as in the 
1937 issue and fails to present a full 
picture of the greatly improved conditions 
of the past decade. However, there is a 
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new article under the heading Indians, 
Education and adequate treatment of the 
Office of Indian affairs under the new 
Department of Interior article. 

The list of contributors in the 1941 
issue includes many new names. New 
articles checked were all found to be 
signed by persons well-qualified to write 
on the subject. 

Many new plates and _ illustrations 
have been added to the 4 mericana during 
the 1940-41 period. The revised article 
on Air brake however includes diagrams, 
used in earlier editions, on which printed 
notations are illegible. There are some 
new maps, others are identical with those 
in the 1937 and 1939 issues. 

As in previous editions space for new 
articles has been gained by dropping other 
articles or by deleting paragraphs; e.g., 
Photo-lithography dropped and Photo- 
play cut to allow space for new articles 
on Photography and Photomurals. The 
article on manufacture of pipes has been 
revised and shortened to allow space for 
a new article on Pipelines. 

Cross references have been revised ex- 
tensively and many new references added. 
Some minor errors still exist. The refer- 
ence from American labor fails to 
mention the Committee for Industrial 
Organization article. The article on Pe- 
troleum has an excellent illustration of 
the laying of a pipeline but there is no 
cross reference from Pipelines to Petro- 
leum. 

Volume 30 is now known as a Reader’s 
Guide. It was formerly called a Classi- 
fied index. The publishers explain that 
there has been no attempt to bring it up- 
to-date. 


The set examined was well-bound in 
heavy red library buckram and should 
withstand considerable use. A _ heavier 
quality paper has been used in the 1941 
Americana. It is fairly opaque and is 
free from glare. The type is very legible. 
The Committee has not examined the set 
bound in light weight blue guild buck- 
ram, which the publisher states is iden- 
tical except for the lighter weight cover. 
Other bindings are available in combina- 
tion offers made to the public. 

The 1941 edition is not an essential 
purchase for libraries owning the 1937 or 
later printings. Encyclopedia Ameri- 
cana, 1941 edition, is recommended for 
libraries and individuals wishing to make 
a first purchase and to replace worn sets 
of earlier issues. 


Heroes of the Bible; by Olive Beaupré 
Miller; illus. by Mariel Wilhoite. 
24'%4cm. Chicago, John A. Dickson, 
1940. illus. 542p. buckram $2.49. 
Beginning with the story of Abraham 

and concluding with the work of St. Paul, 

twenty-seven stories are included, cover- 
ing both the Old and the New Testa- 
ments. These have been selected in 
order to “unfold the entire develop- 
ment of Christianity from the Call of 

Abraham to the establishment of the 

Early Church,” according to the pub- 

lishers. Although intended primarily for 

children this version would no doubt be 
of interest to many adults. 

The sequence the stories follow is not 
exactly that of the Old Testament but 
is logical as to the grouping of the his- 
torical narratives and the prophetic. 
From the New Testament three stories 
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tell of Mary, the mother of Jesus, of 
Jesus, the Saviour of mankind, and of 
Paul, the soldier of Christ. 

Paraphrase, exact quotation and orig- 
inal description are the means employed 
to produce a style that on the whole is 
simple and appropriate. Occasionally, 
however, the transition from quotation 
to exposition is disconcerting, as in the 
conclusion of the section “The wondrous 
story of Mary,” p.446. Tone and spirit 
are always reverent and sincere. Figures 
of speech and descriptions from the 
Psalms and elsewhere are used freely to 
give color and richness to many scenes 
and events. The result is less a retelling 
than a paraphrase. 

More than twenty pictures in color 
plus numerous black and white marginal 
sketches and a few outline maps illustrate 
the book. They are evidently intended 
to portray the manners and customs of 
the times. The volume is well sewed and 
bound, lying easily flat when open. Type 
is clear and of good size but paper is some- 
what thin. Not indexed. Sold both by 
subscription and through trade. 

Heroes of the Bible is recommended 
for home use. 


Leaders in education; a biographical 
directory; ed. by J. McKeen Cattell, 
Jaques Cattell and E. E. Ross. 2d ed. 
26cm. N.Y., Science press, 1941. vi, 
1134p. $12. 

There are over 17,000 names given in 
the new edition of Leaders in education. 
The aim of the publication is to list, in a 
single biographical directory, educational 
workers who are outstanding in their 
respective fields. 


In format and in kind of information 
given the volume is similar to the first 
edition, edited by J. McKeen Cattell, 
which was reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin, July 1932. 

Being a directory the information is 
condensed and relates to the educational 
career. At the beginning of each entry is 
the full name with title and mailing (i.e., 
either business or residence) address. The 
place and date of birth, education, posi- 
tions, societies, honors, and character of 
activities and publications are given. 

There are over 6000 more entries in 
the second edition than in the first, but 
there are still unexpected omissions. 

A list of those who have died since the 
first edition is appended, with dates of 
birth and death indicated by the last two 
numerals of the year only, e.g., Beggs, 
Alexander Swanson, 81-40. No explana- 
tion regarding the significance of these 
numerals was found. The main text does 
not include reference to the first edition 
from names listed in the necrology. Ref- 
erence is made to the 1932 edition for 
entries that were in the first edition but 
not given in this. A geographical index 
would increase the value to libraries. 

The volume is well printed on good 
paper. Leaders in education is recom- 
mended for public libraries and educa- 
tional libraries. 


Theodore Roosevelt cyclopedia; ed- 
ited by Albert Bushnell Hart, Profes- 
sor emeritus, Harvard university, and 
Herbert Ronald Ferleger, Roosevelt 
memorial association. Foreword by 
William Allen White. xiii, 674p. 


N.Y., Roosevelt memorial association, 
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Roosevelt house, c1941. red buckram 

$6. 

This publication contains a selected 
collection of Theodore Roosevelt’s ideas 
and opinions on a wide variety of sub- 
jects as expressed in his speeches, personal 
letters, state papers and in book and maga- 
zine articles. The excerpts and quota- 
tions are well chosen and give the reader 
an excellent insight into Mr. Roosevelt’s 
reactions to the problems of his day. 

The selections are arranged in alpha- 
betical order under descriptive subject 
headings such as Abbey theatre ; Africa— 
future of; Bird collecting; Cleveland, 
Grover ; Dickens’ characters ; Farmer and 
laborer; Industrial arbitration, etc. The 
selections under each subject heading vary 
in number and in length. In many cases 
a number of excerpts from Mr. Roose- 
velt’s writings are included under a head- 
ing and in others only one quotation per- 
tinent to the subject is included. Some 
quotations consist of two or three lines 
but most of them are more extensive and 
contain 200 words or more. 

The wide interests of Theodore Roose- 
velt are indicated by the subject head- 
ings which refer to his thoughts on poli- 
tics, reform, hobbies, individuals, books 
and reading, history, world problems, 
agriculture, industry, aviation, wars, 
hunting, law, prohibition, labor, Panama 
canal, peace, property rights, religion, 
science, social conditions, tariffs, trusts 
and wild life. 

This cyclopedia will serve students, 
writers, teachers and laymen as a con- 
venient source for information on Roose- 
velt’s policies of government and his social 
and economic ideas. It will also be valu- 


able for locating phrases popularized by 
Roosevelt; i.e., “Carry a big stick,” 
“Lunatic fringe” and “Rough riders.” A 
one-page chronology is included. 

See and see also references are carefully 
worked out; for example, after quota- 
tions on Conscientious objectors there are 
see also references to Draft; Pacifism; 
Pacifist; Preparedness. Large subjects 
are broken down by the use of catchword 
phrases after the initial large subject head- 
ing; i.e., Strikes: 

Strikes—Mediation of 

Strikes—Public interest in 

Strikes in wartime 

Strikes, see also Capital and labor, 
Coal strike; Collective bargain- 
ing ; Industrial arbitration ; Labor 
disputes. 

The text is set in clear, legible type 
and each page is arranged in double 
columns. The book is printed on a good 
grade of paper. The binding of red buck- 
ram is attractive but appears weak at 
the joints. 

The Theodore Roosevelt cyclopedia is 


recommended. 


Thorndike-Century senior diction- 
ary, by Edward L. Thorndike. Chi- 
cago, Scott, Foresman, c1941. xxxviii, 


1065p. $2.48; thumb-indexed $2.72. 


The aim of the author of this dictionary 
was to produce a clear, simple, interesting 
dictionary which would contain all that 
the average person above twelve years old 
might need to know about words and 
their use. To this end the selection and 
arrangement of entries, the choice of 
meanings, the arrangement of information 
about each one, the simplified pronuncia- 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 








46 SUBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





tion key and the omission of certain 
traditional dictionary features, as deriva- 
tion, are all planned to contribute. 

General word lists such as the author’s 
and the combined Buckingham-Dolch 
were used as a basis for the selection of 
the words most commonly used. In ad- 
dition, word counts were made of a 
number of books recommended by spe- 
cialists in many fields. Indexes of over 
one hundred high school texts and more 
than three hundred nonfiction titles popu- 
lar with general readers were checked. 
Finally a number of other dictionaries 
intended for use above elementary school 
age were compared with the list selected 
for the Thorndike dictionary. 

In this dictionary the arrangement of 
information within each entry is unique. 
The meaning or meanings of a word are 
given immediately after the pronuncia- 
tion with the most common one given 
first. There are many simple sentences 
showing the use of words which might not 
be clear through the definition. 

“The selection of meanings is based on 
The English semantic count prepared by 
Dr. Irving Lorge,” now used for the first 
time in preparing any dictionary. This 
count recorded the frequency of word 
meanings in nearly five million running 
words of standard literature. Rare or 
highly technical meanings have been 
omitted. 

Following the definitions are given the 
parts of speech preceded by the numbers 
of the meanings which apply in that in- 
stance, e.g., club (klub), 1. heavy stick of 
wood, thicker at one end, used as a 
weapon. 2. stick or bat used to hit a ball 
in games. 3. beat or hit with a club. 4. 


group of people joined together for some 
special purpose as a tennis club. 5. a build- 
ing or rooms used by a club. 6. join to- 
gether for some special purpose. 

7. playing cards.... 1, 2, 4, 5, 7n., 3, 6v., 
clubbed, clubbing. 2. 

The figure 2 at the end of the example 
indicates the word frequency of club, that 
is, it belongs in the second thousand most 
common words. 

The key to pronunciation is clear and 
brief. By the use of the inverted e, called 
schwa, the number of symbols used to in- 
dicate pronunciation is reduced to eight, 
in addition to the regular short and long 
vowels. The schwa is used to indicate 
such sounds as the e in taken, the o in 
lesson, the second a in Japanese. 

Occasionally two pronunciations are 
given if the second one is “very common 
among educated people.” (p.viii) Scenic, 
either, scallop, banal, are treated thus. 
Derivations of words are not given. 

One feature which contributes to ease 
in using this dictionary is the listing of 
all entries in a single alphabetical arrange- 
ment, including names of real or mythical 
persons, characters in literature, places, 
abbreviations, commonly used foreign 
phrases, some historical events and ir- 
regular parts of speech. 

The vocabulary is up to date, including 
even blitzkrieg, Vichy, R.A.F., animated 
cartoon. Special suffix lists with rules pre- 
cede the main text. 

The scholarship behind the dictionary 
is of the highest. Dr. Thorndike himself 
and his editorial committees are distin- 
guished in the field of language. Sir Wil- 
liam Craigie, Professors Kemp Malone, 
Leonard Bloomfield, Miles Hanley, 
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Louise Pound, and many others, served 
in an advisory capacity as did the editors 
of the Century dictionary. 

There are move than 2300 pictures, di- 
agrams and very small maps in the text. 
The organization of the page carries out 
the author’s idea of clarity and ease in use. 
The word itself is in boldface type, the 
definition in lower case and the parts of 
speech and word frequency figures in 
italics. The type is larger than is generally 
used for this purpose. Syllabication is in- 
dicated by spacing. The book is bound in 
a medium-weight buckram. 

Altogether, Dr. Thorndike has pro- 
duced a dictionary which meets the con- 
ditions which he imposed for himself, 
when he set out to make a dictionary for 
students above the elementary school 
level. “It aims to provide (such) students 
with the most effective means of learning 
quickly the spelling, pronunciation and 
meanings of more than fifty thousand 
words.” 

The Thorndike-Century senior dic- 


tionary is recommended. 


Who’s who in railroading in North 
America. 10th ed. N.Y., Simmons- 
Boardman pub. corp., 1940. 716p. 
$7.50. 

The first eight editions of this publica- 
tion were known as the Biographical di- 
rectory of railway officials of America. 
In 1930 when the ninth edition appeared 
the title was changed to its present form. 

The present edition “includes in addi- 
tion to railway officers, leaders in the rail- 
way supply manufacturers’ group, rail- 
road labor leaders, regulating authorities 
—both state and federal, transportation 


~~ 


economists, specialists in railway finance, 
educators concerned with railroad prob- 
lems, I.C.C. practitioners, consultants, 
authors, editors, etc.” 

The list of names for inclusion was 
prepared by the combined staffs of the 
following periodicals, Railway Age, Rail- 
way Mechanical Engineer, Railway Engi- 
neering and Maintenance, Railway 
Signaling, and Railway Electrical Engi- 
neer (all Simmons-Boardman_publica- 
tions); and “in several instances, 
authorities outside of this organization 
were asked to suggest the names of leaders 
in their more highly specialized groups.” 
The “5300 sketches” are based on ques- 
tionnaires sent to the people included in 
the list. In the case of failure to return the 
questionnaire, the biographies were writ- 
ten from reports and articles which have 
appeared in the railway journals. A close 
check through the pages of the Railway 
A ge was made for promotions and changes 
up to the time the book went to press. 
The name of the compiler, or compilers, 
of Who's who in railroading is not given. 

A three-page list of abbreviations used 
appears at the beginning of the volume. 
The text is arranged alphabetically by the 
last name of each entry. In general the 
data given for each person includes the 
name, title, name of company and business 
address, place and date of birth, name of 
parents, children, education, railway, rail- 
way career, subsequent career, publica- 
tions, religion, political affiliations, clubs 
and fraternities and home address. 

The present edition is more than 20 
percent larger than the previous one. A 
thorough revision has been made by delet- 
ing many former entries and adding a 
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large number of new ones. Changes of 
position to the middle of 1940 were noted. 

This comprehensive publication con- 
tains biographical data of men in the many 
varied lines of railroading, i.e., com- 
missary agents, professors of transporta- 
tion, master car builders, auditors, man- 
agers, freight agents, trafic managers, 
signal engineers, mechanical engineers, 
company presidents and officers and out- 
standing men who have retired. Bio- 
graphical data is included for leaders in 
the railroad industry of Mexico, Cuba, 
Central America, Canada and the U.S. 

The directory will be of especial value 
to business, technical, special and large 
W ho’s who in railroad- 


ing is recommended. 


public libraries. 


PRICE CHANGE 


Doubleday encyclopedia. . . N.Y., 
Doubleday, Doran & co., inc., 1941. 
10v. $59.50; to schools and libraries 
$49.50. 

The publishers report that this is a re- 
vision of Doubleday’s encyclopedia, re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
April 1931, July 1932, and October 
1940. The price has been reduced from 
$69.50 to individuals and $59.50 to 
schools and libraries, to $59.50 to 
individuals and $49.50 to schools and 
libraries. Revisions reported include cor- 
rection of omissions cited in the October 
1940 review. The publishers report that 
the price reduction has not affected 
the quality of paper, printing and bind- 
ing. The Subscription Books Committee 
has not examined the 1941 printing of the 
Doubleday encyclopedia. 


PRICE CHANGE 

The University society, inc., reports 
the following new prices of International 
library of music: Piano series (reviewed 
January 1935), and International library 
of music: Vocal series for high and 
medium voices and Vocal series for low 
and medium voices (reviewed July 
1937): 

Piano series, v. 1-4, $24 list price, $22 
club price to teachers and their students, 
$19.80 special library price; v.5-8, $24 
list price, $22 club price to teachers and 
their students, $19.80 special library 
price; v.1-8, $48 list price, $39.50 club 
price to teachers and their students; 
$35.55 special library price. 

Vocal series for high and medium 
voices, v.1-4, $24 list price, $22 club 
price to teachers and their students, 
$19.80 special library price; Vocal series 
for low and medium voices, v.1-4, $24 
list price, $22 club price to teachers and 
their students, $19.80 special library 
price. Prices include delivery charges. 





IMPORTANT CHANGE 


TS blanket authority previously 
given to reprint any review in full 
is now withdrawn. Permission to 
quote a review in full is granted 
only to the publisher of the work re- 
viewed, Permission to quote a review 
in part must be obtained from the 
American Library Association. Pub- 
lishers of books or sets recommended 
herein wishing to refer to the Subscrip- 
tion Books Committee’s appraisal of 
their work should avoid such statements 
as “Recommended (or endorsed) by 
the A.L.A.” Such a statement falsely 
implies action on the part of the As- 
sociation. 
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